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(b) If a light is too small to attach 
the required label— 

(1) Place the information from the 
label in or on the package that con-
tains the light; and 

(2) Mark each light ‘‘USCG’’ followed 
by the certified range of visibility in 
nautical miles (nm), for example, 
‘‘USCG 2nm’’. Once installed, this 
mark must be visible without removing 
the light. 

Subpart N [Reserved] 

PARTS 184–186 [RESERVED] 

PART 187—VESSEL IDENTIFICATION 
SYSTEM 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
187.1 Which States are affected by this part? 
187.3 What vessels are affected by this part? 
187.5 What are the purposes of this part? 
187.7 What are the definitions of terms used 

in this part? 
187.9 What is a vessel identifier and how is 

one assigned? 
187.11 What are the procedures to partici-

pate in VIS? 
187.13 What are the procedures for obtaining 

certification of compliance with guide-
lines for State vessel titling systems? 

187.15 When is a mortgage a preferred mort-
gage? 

Subpart B—Information To Be Collected by 
Participating States 

187.101 What information must be collected 
to identify a vessel owner? 

187.103 What information must be collected 
to identify a vessel? 

187.105 What information on titled vessels 
must be collected and what may be col-
lected? 

187.107 What information must be made 
available to assist law enforcement offi-
cials and what information may be made 
available? 

Subpart C—Requirements for Participating 
in VIS 

187.201 What are the compliance require-
ments for a participating State? 

187.203 What are the voluntary provisions 
for a participating State? 

Subpart D—Guidelines for State Vessel 
Titling Systems 

187.301 What are the eligibility require-
ments for certification of a State titling 
system to confer preferred mortgage sta-
tus? 

187.303 What terms must a State define? 
187.304 What vessels must be titled? 
187.305 What are the requirements for ap-

plying for a title? 
187.307 What are dealer and manufacturer 

provisions? 
187.309 What are the requirements for trans-

fer of title? 
187.311 What are the application require-

ments for a certificate of title because of 
a transfer by operation of law or order of 
court? 

187.313 Must a State honor a prior State 
title, Coast Guard documentation, and 
foreign registry? 

187.315 What happens when a title is surren-
dered for the purposes of documentation? 

187.317 What information must be on a cer-
tificate of title? 

187.319 What are the requirements for ap-
plying for a redundant title? 

187.321 What are the hull identification 
number (HIN) provisions? 

187.323 What are the procedures for perfec-
tion of security interests? 

187.325 Is a State required to specify proce-
dures for the assignment of a security in-
terest? 

187.327 What are a State’s responsibilities 
concerning a discharge of security inter-
ests? 

187.329 Who prescribes and provides the 
forms to be used? 

187.331 What information is to be retained 
by a State? 

APPENDIX A TO PART 187—PARTICIPATING AU-
THORITIES 

APPENDIX B TO PART 187—PARTICIPATING AND 
CERTIFIED VESSEL TITLING AUTHORITIES 

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 2103; 49 CFR 1.46. 

SOURCE: 66 FR 15630, Mar. 20, 2001, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 187.1 Which States are affected by 
this part? 

States electing to participate in the 
Vessel Identification System (VIS) are 
affected by this part. 

§ 187.3 What vessels are affected by 
this part? 

Only vessels numbered or titled by a 
participating State are affected by this 
part. Vessels documented under 46 
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